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af I have been a bracero for four years. The reason that I keep coming 

up is that my partners and I need the money in a business venture that we 

have started in the southern part of Mexico, The government of Mexico 

provides that every citizen shall have certain land rights if he wants to 

do farming, so some friends of mine and I got together and pooled ovr land 

rights and we have started a coffee plantation. We have 50m000 trees and 

when the trees grow mature we think we will have a very successful business. 
There are three types of bracero. The first and largest class is 

the peon class. These men are ignorant and unschooled. They come from 

dry areas of Mexico where it is impossible to make a living either, raising 

crops or livestock; and yet they are still trying to support themselves 

and their family by seratching on the dry earth. They make from two to 

four pesos a day, the average, I would say, is three pesos; perhaps 25¢ 

in American money. They come because they have to. It is a simple matter 

of life and death with whis type of bracero. Whey save their money, they 

send it home and it is all that their families have to live on. 

The second type is what you might call the professional bracero. This 
is a man who began like the first type,coming as a matter of necessity and 
sending home money faithfully. But, while he is here something happens to 
him, he gradually begins to forget his family. He sends less and less money 
home, He begins going into town and spending his money in pool=halls and in 
bars getting drunk. When the end of his contract comes, he maybe flat broke. 


He may actually have to borrow money in order to get back home. When he gets 


home, what does he do? He has just the one idea of coming back again, so 


that he cam make more money to spend on himself. He hangs aroung the cantina 


axsuax in his home town, just waiting for the opportunity and as soon as he 


can, he borrows money to come back and get another contract. He never does 
anything else, he doesn't plan to, doesn't want to. I regret to say that 
this class of bracero is growing larger and larger. It is now the second 
largest class. 

The third type is the smallest of the three classes, but is the highest 
typee This is the intelligent bracero. He may or may not have had much 
formal education, He probably has not; maybe five or six years of school 
which, however, is more than the average in Mexico. But the thing which 
most characterizes this third type of bracero is the fact that he comes to 
this country with a definite goal in mind. Maybe he wants to max buy 
a tractor or some other type of farm machinery; maybe he wants to buy some 
cowd or some other type of livestock; maybe he wants to set himself up 
with a stand in the local market place; maybe he wants to set himself up 
in some other type of small business--whatever it is he has a purposes He 
intends to make a certain amount xm of money in ofder to fulfall his plan 
and then he will go back to Mexico to stay. This is the best possible 
type of worker. He works hard and faithfully and intelligently. The 
growers are always able to recognize such a man and are happy to have him. 

You ask for my ideas regarding the influence of the bracero program 


on social change in Mexico. Well, we usually get the newcomers coming into 


camp between 9 P.M. and midnight, after a five or six hour ride from El 


Centro and many days of travel to get to El Centro, the first thing we do 
is give them a big meal, because they are always starved, Then, Mr. Iselas 
explains to them the camp rule. We tell them, for example. that if they 
want to get drunk we aren't going to stop them, we couldn't stop them if we 
wanted to, but we tell them that if they do they will probably be arrested 
in town and taken before a judge who is very stern, the usual fine is $30, 
This makes a big impression. Then we tell them of their responsibilities 


for keeping the camp in decent shape. We tell them of our sanitary facilities, 
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sometimes we have to tell them how to use a flush-toilet, because they may 
have never seen one before. Those who are coming up for the first time are 
usually wearing guarachis,and straw hats,and cotton trousers and shirts and 
a serape; the only clothes that they have. In a week or two, we see these 
same fellows blossoming out with khaki pants, leather jackets, felt hats, 
good leather shoes or boots and so forth. 

Most of them go back to Mexico fully intending to stay there but after 
a little while their leather jackets and boots and khaki trousers begin to 
wear out. They miss them pretty badly and they find that they can't replace 
them by driving oxen and doing the same old type of work; so they come 
back and here is where trouble starts, On the average they have to borrow 
1,000 pesos in order to come back and get another contract. This is a 
great deal of money in rural Mexico and to make things even worse they 
have to pay from 10 to 15% mmx interest per month and usually they have to 
repay the money within mim 90 days. One of the biggest curses of Mexico 
is the tight money situation. Practically all the money is controlled 
by the wealthy class and this class has the idea that it's better to have 
their money lying idle then in sending it out to work for them. It is 
extremely difficult to get a loan from a bank in Mexico, their requirements 
about collateral are even stricter than in the UeS., and anyway the average 


Mexican peasant has nothing that he can put up for security. Even the 


banks, by the way, charge 5% per month. So, anyway, as I started to say 


the men arrive here rather deeply in debt and their first pay checks almost 
always are sent to the village money-lender. 

What does the average person in Mexico think about the bracero program? 
The newspapers are full of stories about it. But you will never find them 
saying anything good aovt it. The basic reason for this, I think is that 
the Mexican government doesn't want people piling up at the contracting 


stations and it tries to discourage them by means of these stories in the 


newspapers. Yes, these newspapers are frequently sent up to the men in 
the camp, but so far as I know, the articles mmrkainimgxkke condemning 

the bracero program have little or no effect upon the morale of the men 
already here. Most of the men can't read anywaye Those who can are 
indifferent to whatever is said in the papers since they are here for just 
one purpose, and that is---making money. 

Another thing that the Mexican government does is to prohibit the 
newspapers in Mexico from printing any information whatever about the number 
of men who are needed in the U.S. at any particular season of the year. 
This again is to prevent the tremendous number of men from descending 
upon the contracting stations and completely swamping them as has happened 
in the past. Consequently, in the southern part of Mexico, where I come 
from, we have no idea when we start out for the contracting stations in 
northern Mexico, whether we are going to get there at the right time or 
not and sometimes we have to wait weeks and months.ein northern Mexico, they 
have the advantage over us, since there are always bound to be people 
working in the contracting stations who tell their friends that such and 
such a number of men will be contracted on such a date and these friends 
tell other friends, and so the word spread by the grape vine on through 
the northern states, 

In my part of Mexico, those who decide to come to the U.S. as braceros 
usually do so in groups. This is partly for self-protection, you might say, 
against public apinions. People in these states, such as Puebla, Guerrero, 
and so forth; tend to look down upon anybody who announces his intention 
of trying to get a contract. They call us beggars who are going to another 
country with our hands out-stretched. They say we are insulting our patria. 


They even call us traitors. Before you can leave your home town, you have 


to have a letter from the mayor (the municipal as he is called) and invariably 


he will bawl you out when you tell him what you want. He will say "There's 


5 
plenty of work around here for you." Another thing that ke is fairly 
common in my home town uf Tehuacan, Puebla, is that people arm will call 


us who have been braceros, anafré , this is a sort of a pun. Bracero means 


different things, including brazier and an anafr@ is the cheapest type of 


brazier. 

There is a different feeling in the northern states. For example, I 
have friends in San Juan de Los Lagos, Jalisco, every able bodied man in 
town has been to the U.S. as a bracero. Every young man in town plans to 
come up as soon as he has finished his military service. They arrange this 
with their families well in advance, it is the expected thing to do. On my 
last trip to Mexico about five months ago, I was talking with a young lady 
in San Juan de Los Lagos, an extremely attractive young lady I might say; I 
Said to her "Are you married?" She laughed rather bitterly and said, "How 
could I be, there is nobody left around here but old men." 

One of the big changes that you saxxkka see as a result of the bracero 
program is the change in language which is taking place in the northern 
states. The language is becoming more and more pocho. This has not yet 
happened so much in the states mf southmem of Mexico City. 

Another big change is that men are taking back with them things which 
they buy in this country. There are so many things you can buy here with 
ease which are the most rare luxuries in Mexico. For example, on my last 
trip,I took home with me a rifle and a television set. Incidentally, from 
my earnings I have also bought an automobile which I have with me here. One 
of the most popular things that the men buy here and take back with them 
are sewing machines. These are popular because clothing is rather expensive 
in Mexico and families are very large, so if you buy store clothing, you may 
have nothing left ofer for food. What the men particularly go for are the 
old type of pedal operated machines, because many of them come from areas 
which do not yet have electricity. They buy the machine second-hand, some- 


times I swear from antique shops}! They take them back to the barracks and 
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take them apart and tinker with them until they can get them in working order. 
Frequently they will trade parts among themselves and frequently the repair 
jobs become group operations. Then, they pack them up and get them home 
in whatewer way they can. We usually haul the men from here to the border 
on busses and if there is room we take the sewing machines right along on 
the bus. Then they hsve to go through customs at Mexicali and from there 
they usually ship them home by freight.frake I am todd that legally they 
are not supposed to pay any duty, but I know from personal experience that 
they have to pay plenty of mordida. I had to pay about $10 mordida for the 


things that I took home. I understand, however, that those who fly on a 


special airline that has been set up between Mexicali and Mexico City, do 


not have to pay mordida for the things that they take. fhe one-way fare 
on this flight is $2. 

Oh, there are all sorts of changes taking place as the result of the 
bracero program. The men grow accustomed to having salads and desserts and 
meat everyday while they are with us, and when they return to Mexico, they 
are naturally going to be more diet conscious and they are going to try to 
continue to eat in the way they have grown accustomed to. Another little 
thing that is kind of amusing is that most of the many very shortly after 
they get here, go into town for the purpose of buying toothbrushes. They 
have probably never had a toothbrush before in their lives, bur when they 
get here they see the men that are already here brushing their teeth in the 
mornings and evenings; and I guess they feel a little conspicous if they 


don't do likewise, 


